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Today we are going to explore:
Á/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƛŦǘŜŘƴŜǎǎ

ÁTheir reactions to the instructional settings they encounter

ÁThe effects of these educational encounters on their motivation

ÁStrategies that can maintain (and/or increase) motivation

Through the voices of the children!



Giftedness is defined as:

ÁPennsylvania Code (22 Pa. CodeÄ16.21d) and Gifted Guidelines (retrieved from www.portal.state.pa.us)
ÁIQ of 130 or higher
ÁOther criteria including high level of achievement, creative thinking skills, rapid acquisition and 
retention of skills
ÁStudents whose giftedness is masked by socio/cultural factors, English as a second language, 
learning disability

ÁWƻǎŜǇƘ wŜƴȊǳƭƭƛΩǎ ¢ƘǊŜŜ-Ring Conception of Giftedness
ÁAbove average ability
ÁCreativity
ÁTask commitment 

!ŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ά9ƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƛŦǘŜŘƴŜǎǎΥ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 
/ŜƴǘǳǊȅΣέ ōȅ WΦ {Φ wŜƴȊǳƭƭƛΣ нлмнΣ Exceptionality, 10, p. 67.



We are gifted students

We are:

Intelligent

creative

inquisitive

intense

logical

enthusiastic

We are TALL POPPIES!



Over  time, some of us lose our 
enthusiasm for learning

ωFull of 
enthusiasm 
(Batdal 
Karaduman, 2013)

Enter school

ωDeclining 
motivation 
(Batdal 
Karaduman, 2013)

First grade
ω15%-40% 

underachieving 
(Figg, Rogers, & 
McCormick, 
2012)

High school

ωSome fail to 
graduate      
(Landis & 
Reschly, 2013)

Graduation

ωLoss of 
future 
leaders and 
contributors 
in major 
fields of 
endeavor

Adult life



Among the signs of gifted underachievement 
are:
ÅRegression to the mean (Vygotsky,  2011)

ÅDiscrepancy between standardized achievement test scores and actual 
achievement (Siegle, 2013)

ÅOne standard deviation below expected classroom performance that 
has negative consequences and lasts long enough to cause concern (Siegle, 

2013)

ÅCan be domain specific (Matthews, 2009b)



ÅSampling method: Snowball (chain) sampling

ÅParticipants: Ten students in Grades 3 ï5

ÅIQ 130 or higher (PA Department of Education, 2010)

ÅInvolved in gifted education in York County, PA schools

ÅDiverse school environments

ÅSimilar socio-economic 

backgrounds


