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The Other 97%: Challenging Gifted Learners
in the Regular Education Classroom

Bob Young
Grade 2 Teacher
Harbor Creek School District
Harborcreek, PA

Challenging Student Learners

M Gifted Support Teacher
[ Regular Education Teacher

On average, high-acheving elementary students spend approximately 97% of
their school day with the regular education teacher and 3% with the gifted
support teacher.
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Past Thoughts on High-Achieving Students...

Low-
Focus on the
achievind students

£ om't have to spend
s much time helpind

Changing My Mindset...

Parent/Teacher Conferences

#1 question from parents of high-achieving
students...

“What are you doing to
challenge my
son/daughter?”
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Changing My Mindset...

Professional Development

P

Regular education teachers are
PRINGIPA ® [responsible for challenging all
students in the classroom.

No matter what level a student is at
when they enter your classroom,
they should make at least a year of
academic growth.

ROLLING RIDGCE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
INSTRUCTIONAL SUFFORT FROGRAMSFECIAL EDUCATION

On the Lookout... e

Transition Plan
Transition Meetings |
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On the Lookout...

- 1st Grade - - 1st Grade - - 2"d Grade -
The district gifted The district gifted October — Scores are
support teacher pushes | |support teacher gives a | |shared with 2" grade
into all 1st grade classes | | K-Bit test to those teachers. K-Bit scores
once per week. Works students who stand out | |of 115+ in verbal and/or
with 1st grade teachers academically. nonverbal are a strong
to start identifying high- indicator that a student
achieving students. needs challenged.

Establishing Strong Rapport sept] [oct.

Take the time to get to know your
students really well. This helps
students build trust... which leads to
them truly starting to show you what
they can do.

Entire 1t Quarter: observing, analyzing, and
building rapport with my students. Keep track of
strengths, weaknesses, and interests. Who needs
challenged in the classroom?
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Communicating with Parents:

Parent/Teacher Conferences -

Current academic progress...
The need for more challenging activities...
My plan for how I’m going to challenge them...

The Husky Challenge... explain it and they take
a copy home to look over.

9 out of 10 times: I’ve already answered the #1 concern the

parents had for their child: How am | going to challenge them?

Communicating with High-Achieving Students:

Dear [Student Name],

Sinoe schaal started, you've shown me that you exzel in all subject areas. You

work hard and getting good grades is important to you. As your teacher, it'a
part of my job to find those students who need challenged. | fael you're a student
whe would mare ing aativit hday.

Far these reasons, you've been selacted to take part in the Husky Challenge
Program which lets you chaose different ahallenges sach week. This program
begine [ingert Date] and continues for the remaindar of the achool year.

I'll be holding an after-school meeting n:
Py D ' be able

Cangratulations on being seleated and I'm exoited to aee haw you challenge
yourself the reat of the sohool year!

Please fill out and return by [Inaert Date].

Name:

Circle any datesitimea balow that will werk to stay after achool to
learn about the Husky Challenge Program:

[“[insert Date]. |

{ “[insert Date] |
{ 3:46-4:4Bpm | i 3:4h-4:45pm. |

#[Inzert Date]

Parent Signature

Discuss the Husky Challenge
with the selected students.

getyou starisd and familiar o
u'l be

Pick a few available after-
school dates to train them on
the Husky Challenge.

Send an invitation for them to
participate.

HUGE Excitement!
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Introducing:
The Husky Challenge:

Folded booklet containing 16
challenging activities.

Goal is to complete any 8 activities
within a week. (color in a star)

Most activities are completed at
school. Some are available to do at
home.

Become a “Husky STAR” if they
can complete 8 activitiesin 5
weeks.

- HUSKY pn
'CHALLENGE

Level @

“a" Average with
challenges
] M
A A
o T
N o
b4 A" Average

Level O

Name: Initials:

Week of: Teacher:

I “Comgplete ot leost & chollenges o =am o STAR. I

¢

Log info Scheology and check fhe Challengs:
Folder. Fick one chollenge to work on fhis
week. What challenge did you chegse?

The Husky Challenge,
continued...

Activities are flexible & independent.
Student chooses how to challenge
him/herself.

Level O

Activities change from year to year
based on what’s available for the
classroom/district.

Allow students and parents to give
suggestions on possible
challenges.

Week of: Teacher:

I “Comgplete ot leost & chollenges o =am o STAR. I

Challenge Yoursel: Do
something on your own o
chall=nge yoursel. Turn ifin s
your feacher.
_ What did you do?
\

A Teoches Inifials: ___

.prodi ame.com, pla
asyword:
vels ployed:
Log info Scheology and check fhe Challengs:
Folder. Fick one chollenge to work on fhis
week. What challenge did you chegse?
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Husky Challenge

Diagram of a

#1:

#3: Schoology LMS... digital
course that in managed by >
the teacher. (free or paid

Reading & Math Goals:

- HUSKY pn
'CHALLENGE

Customizable for each =)

student.

Husky Star Progress: color a

star for 8 or more challenges
complete in a week.

accounts)

Choose your own

aallenge... AMazing What m—
they show me they can do!

Level @ “a" Average with
challenges
"
E
A
o
]
Level o = “a” Averaoge
Name: Initials: P
-
Week of: Teacher:

I “Comgplete ot leost & chollenges o =am o STAR. I

A

\

S\

=

your beacher.

Challenge Yoursel: Do
something on your own o
chall=nge yoursel. Turn ifin s

Whot did you do?

Teoches Inifials: ___

www.prodigygame.com/play
Uzmrnome:
Possword:
Level: ployed:

Log info Scheology and check fhe Challengs:
Folder. Fick one chollenge to work on fhis
week. What challenge did you chegse?

~——

Student info,
initials, dates, and
teacher initials.

#2: Play Prodigy...
adaptive math

game with
Pokemon-style
characters. (free)

Husky Challenge

Diagram of a

#7: Look up an
unknown word in
the dictionary. (free)

#8: Quizmo -
hundreds of multiple
choice questions on
many subjects. /

#4,#5: AR -

Choose an on-
level book and

score 85%+ ong| &
an AR test. <

(license)

#6: Osmo -
interact with
many activities.

(purchase, w==p
need iPad).

Read o fush- Right Book ond foke on AR Test.
Tithe:
Level:

= AR Score:

M=t b 2.5 or abaww]

(Wt e BE% ar tegher]

keod o Jush-Right Book ond toke an AR Test
Title:
Level:

= AR Score:

(Mt B 37 r ]

(Mt ke BI% or higear]

#9-#10: Study
Island - PSSA

.*‘
@ Study Island

Llog in to Study Islond. Choose o Reading Section ond score 80% or
highes.

Section Nome:

Score: 4 A P B BB o
[—— L

O: oI BEN

Tell obout what you did:

oL |
20

ccing s Tangrama  Ma: Humbara

log in fo Shudy kland. Chesss o Math Seclion end scors BIT ar
ighes.

—y

A= you read, find an unknown word. Write thoi woed
belaw and ook up the meaning in a dickionary.

Word:

Section Mame:
Score: * A P B BB "
@ »
H31p s0mccne whe 3 having @ dMicu® Sme In moth.
Math || o=
Help! Who did you helpZ;.

With What?:

<A»20-40-0

|

Answer 5 questions on the Guizme, Unit.

Tell me one thing you leamed:

Sklls By BloYING Gne Vel o ChAlRRge yourse
Skl L =

m_y&-wumwm Tag TR
level: 1 2 3 4 5 & 7 &
(==

5 Your Time:

..........

your sk FAL
muftiplication  or  Division
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOFGRST
UV WXYZ

Rochel Maté

(purchase)

practice of reading
and math content.

#11: Math Help -

mentor a peer by
helping with a math

problem.

#12: Math Shark -

Play games or

practice math facts

in+,-,x,/
(purchase)

#13: Rocket Math -

Math fluency in

4” multiplication and
division. (license)
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Husky Challenge

Diagram of a

#14: Brief research on
something you wonder
about (free)

#15: Apps that support
reading (choose one) (free-

purchase).

—1=

| Wonder... Did we talk abouf something in class that got you

% wondering obout somefhing? Use

i, Ask Go

find out morm oboutit. What did you wonder chout?

aghe, or Echo fo

‘What did you find out about it?

BEAINQUEST

level:

# Correct:

BOGGLE

How many words:

Tille of Book:

HMEH READERS Eeod o

Lewvel O ar B bask.

Level:

MY MATH APP

Girche: + - ..

Level: Slories or Advance

d

MATHS MAN

How far did you gri%:

MATH

MATH DOODLES

What gome?

bet]  ATIRIBUTES

| What game?

RUZH HOUR

Level:

)
)
)
)
]
)
)
)

#16: Apps that
support math or

[€¢=—= |ogical thinking.

(choose one) (free-
purchase)

Letting Go of the Reigns:

no matter their ability.

Every single student had to complete all the
assignments | handed out...

DIFFERENTIATION

Those who need extra
practice and support...

Those who need
challenged outside the
regular curriculum...

Outside their

!" . comfort zone
M
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Is His or Her Ability Being Masked?

Important to Think:

These are just a few issues that might skew academic data. What
might their academic achievement look like without these

problems? Are there solutions to help unmask some of these
problems?

Strong Communication Needs:

current *
teacher Studentin /ﬂ

past
teachers

£

gifted
support

. e Question

=

N
'

Hold a piece of the puzzle... challenge them? or possibly gifted?
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Possibility of Gifted?

U Uy vmgu U
1st Qtr. 2nd Qtr. 3 Qtr.

® Fill out IST screening forms with
requested data, collect
classroom evidence, and
discuss at screening meetings
at the end of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd
quarters. Informed decision:
test? Wait a little? Not test?

® Be on the Lookout: any quirks?

oc 3 [ it T Ol Cauast

Stadunt Nams Grade/Sacsien 20

Instructional Support Level One Screening Form

ooooooog| |
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Thinking About Next Year:

® Fill out a transition plan form
on what worked well.
Discussed at transition
meetings during first week of
school the following year.

® Reflect: What’s worked well?
Any changes? [/ aitenee
Additions? TR
Deletions?

w
Y

ams
MAY

ROLLING RIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT PROCRAM/SPECIAL EDUCATION
TRANSITION FLAN

Student .

10
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Final Thoughts/Questions:

Check It Out:

~ HUSKY i
CHALLENGE

Student Screening Forms e Transition Forms e Husky Challenge Invites

11
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Contact Information:

Presenter: Bob Young

District: Harbor Creek School District
School: Rolling Ridge Elementary
Title: Grade 2 Teacher

Email: ryoung@hcsd.iu5.org

Twitter: @youngrf
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